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VAS in My Eyes

Reading the history of VAS and the profiles of its members, and reviewing their past achievements and
their role in Hong Kong today, | felt a growing admiration for them.

Many years ago in Hong Kong, when favourable conditions for artistic creation were limited, it was
not easy to work as a full-time artist. Among the early members of VAS, many were not art institute
graduates. They had to work during the day, in different job fields and working environments. It can be
imagined that what they chased after in the world of art was more than just a pastime. How could it be
possible for them to remain so persistent, if they were not both passionate and devoted?

They all have their own styles. If you trace their artistic careers, you will easily identify the development
of each approach. Today these veteran members have become pillars of the local arts scene, and it's
not by chance. They have all contributed hugely to the promotion of local arts in various respects.

New members are necessary for the growth and continuity of a society. However VAS has recruited
a relatively small number of new members for a long time, because it has a set of rather strict and
demanding rules of recruitment. Some people may think that it is too conservative, but | would say it is
quality rather than quantity that it values.

Although VAS is not the only art group with a long history, it is the only one with a long history that
encompasses such a wide range of visual art forms, including Chinese and western paintings,
sculpture, printmaking, ceramics, photography, installation and behavioural art. It is unique in the
sense that all these different forms of art co-exist and have developed hand in hand for such a long
time as one single community.

This kind of uniqueness, embrace, integration and openness, together with its strictness, devotion and
sincerity, are probably what’s called the “VAS Spirit”.

This expression is often heard from the founding members of the Society:

“We were nobody in the very beginning when we held the first VAS exhibition
in a corner outside Hong Kong City Hall

Today, after 35 years and with historical significance, VAS held an exhibition at Hong Kong City Hall
again. The same exterior wall bears witness to the evolution of VAS over those 35 years.

The history and evolution of VAS, as well as the achievements of its senior members, have fostered a
strong sense of responsibility in my mind, and as the present President, | have felt this responsibility
since the first day of my appointment. | wish to pass on the VAS Spirit, thereby contributing to the
Society.

Lastly, | wish to say a few words to all newcomers and those who prepare to devote themselves to art:
VAS is like a mirror, which reflects not only the appearance of art but also the sincerity, devotion and
persistence required.

Danny Lee

President and Organising Committee Member

A chilly night at Fotan, the 8th day of the Lunar New Year
January 2008



